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Welcome Summer!  As our community begins to reopen, I am excited to 
announce that the Division of Children Services has some special events 
planned this summer. 
 
In June, we will be hosting our annual Rising UP Moving On (RUMO) 
Graduation Luncheon.  This year, RUMO will be held on Wednesday, June 
23rd at Walsh University’s Hoover Park in North Canton.  The event will 
recognize nine foster youth who are graduating from high school.  Our 
agency looks forward to celebrating the graduates, along with their foster 
parents, family, and friends.   We are very grateful to Project KARE for 
sponsoring the event.  For more information, you can visit their Facebook 
page at www.facebook.com/ProjectKARE. 

  
In July, the agency will take part in some of the Pro Football Hall of Fame 
Festivities.  Agency staff and foster parents will march in the community 
parade on July 25th, which will be held in downtown Canton.  The following 
weekend, we will be participating in the HOF 5k.  Agency staff and foster 
families are encouraged to join in the fun.  All are welcome to run or walk with 
us!  We will also have a booth set up during the event, to distribute 
information about becoming a foster parent. 

 
I look forward to seeing some of you at these events and wish you all a wonderful summer! 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Stacy DeChellis 
 
  
 
   
 

Stacy DeChellis, MSSA, LSW 
Program Administrator of the 
Permanency Area 
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Being a foster and adoptive parent is a unique experience.  The journey can be both 
challenging and rewarding.  Getting to know and staying connected with other foster 
and adoptive families is one of the best ways to find support and share celebrations.  
Our community is constantly changing and we want to provide an opportunity for our 
newly licensed families to introduce themselves: 
 

 
Meet the Weaver Family:  Joshua and Christina 
became licensed on March 18, 2021. Their family also 
includes their daughter Nevaeh, Christina’s mother 
Ruth, and two foster children placed in their home. 
The Weaver’s are a “pet family” and breed rottweilers.  
In their spare time, they enjoy spending time together 
as a family at their camper at Harrison Hills in 
Carrollton.  
 

 
Meet the Costa Family:  Joseph and Jessica became licensed 
on April 12, 2021.Walt Disney World is their favorite vacation 
spot—they love all things Disney! Their favorite thing is the 
character meet and greets, and Joe especially likes to see 
Gaston.  At home, they enjoy cooking and baking together. 
Their best meal is homemade pizza, which they make on 
Friday nights.  The Costa’s are music lovers..  Both of their 
children play piano, and their daughter also plays guitar and 
clarinet.  The family enjoys cookouts, sitting by the pool, and 
making s’mores by the fire, but  ultimately spending time 
together makes them the happiest.  

 
 

Meet the Runyon Family:  Paul and Desiree became 
licensed on April 12, 2021.  The Runyon’s are high 
school sweethearts!  They enjoy going on family 
outings to the zoo and look forward to their annual 
family vacations in North Carolina. 

 
 

Meet the Karam Family:  Erin and Joe became licensed on 
April 19, 2021.  They have three children: Levi, Winnie, and 
Henry.  Their home includes a mini farm with pigs, chickens, 
ducks, and turkeys!  They like to travel, mostly vacationing in 
the Rocky Mountains or at Hilton Head Island.  The Karam’s 
have a very large extended family, almost all within Stark 
County.  This means there are a lot of family gatherings to 
attend.  Joe and Erin both graduated from Perry and are 
celebrating 10 years of marriage this year.  Joe works as a 
Project Manager at Ryan Homes and Erin works as an 
Occupational Therapist for Stark County Educational Services 
Center. Levi plays baseball and enjoys archery, Winnie loves 
art and is in ballet and tap dance, and Henry is all about 
tractors and trains! 
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Beginning in June, you will have the opportunity 
to earn up to $500 and a trip to Cedar Point!   
 
Life Skills Reimagined (LSR) is an online program 
that will teach youth skills in communication, 
employment, independent living, personal 
finance and resiliency.   
 
Youth will meet at the LSR Kick-Off to receive 
materials, discuss the program, and learn how to 
log into the virtual program.  Lunch will be 
provided! 
 
To RSVP, please contact Paige at 330-451-8785 / 
Paige.Horne@jfs.ohio.gov or Katie at 330-451-
8870 / Katelyn.Speicher@jfs.ohio.gov. 
 

LSR KICK-OFF 
Thursday, June 3rd 
12 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

402 2nd St. SE 
Canton, Ohio 44702 

 

Making Proud Choices! Provides adolescents with 
the knowledge, confidence, and skills necessary to 
reduce their risk of sexually transmitted diseases 
(STDs), HIV, and pregnancy.  
 
Classes will be held on Zoom with Paige, Katie, and 
a training coordinator from 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. on 
the following dates: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
$25 stipend per class—$325 total!  Be sure to 
provide your email address to Paige or Katie.  
 
For more information, contact Paige at 330-451-
8785 / Paige.Horne@jfs.ohio.gov or Katie at 330-
451-8870 / Katelyn.Speicher@jfs.ohio.gov. 

• Thursday, June 10th 
• Tuesday, June 15th 
• Thursday, June 17th 
• Tuesday, June 22nd 
• Thursday, June 24th 
• Tuesday, June 29th 

• Thursday, July 1st 
• Tuesday, July 6th 
• Thursday, July 8th 
• Tuesday, July 13th 
• Thursday, July 15th 
• Tuesday, July 20th 
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~ Thank you to all our foster families ~ 
 

Every year during the Foster Parent Banquet, we recognize the foster families who have reached a 
milestone year of service.  Since we were unable to host a banquet this year due the pandemic, we 
would to take this opportunity to honor and recognize these families.  We are truly grateful for the 

commitment and excellent care they have provided to Stark County’s most vulnerable children.  Thank 
you from all of us at Stark County Children Services! 

• Brittney B. 
• Brandi and Eian B. 
• Mary and Donald B. 
• Timothy and Pamella C. 
• Lisa and Jason D. 
• Emily D. 
• Cassy and Ryan G. 
• Aaron and Julie J. 
• Michelle L. 

• Rodney and L. 
• Alan and Gina M. 
• Richard and Shannon M. 
• Thomas and Frances M. 
• Kayla and Addison M. 
• Julie N. 
• Jamika P. 
• Dianne P. 
• Christa and Robert R. 

• Phillip and Ada S. 
• Erica S. and Jonas R. 
• Kacy and Daniel S. 
• Abraham and Rosie T. 
• Marion and Marilyn T. 
• Michael and Rene U. 
• Brian and Jessica V. 

• Karissa and Cayley B. 
• Timothy and Danielle G. 
• Hannah G. 
• Michael and Christy H. 

• Nathan and Elizabeth H. 
• Scott and Laura H. 
• Thomas and Lori H. 
• Kyle and Keely K. 

• Ryan and Priscilla M. 
• Sara R. 
• Kaz and Melissa V. 

• Regina and Stephen C. • CB and Valerie F  
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Ella has been a licensed foster parent since 1996. After raising her biological son, she was encouraged by her 
sister to become a foster parent. Ella was told to raise the children as if they were her own. She thought to herself, she 
raised her son to be a successful, strong man so she took the next step. Ella stated, it was the best move she made in her 
life.   

When asked how many children she has, Ella smiled and replied, over 50. In her eyes, every child who has come 
to her home is one of her children.  
 

Did you have any hesitations about becoming a foster care parent and if so, how did you overcome those? 
 Ella had hesitations as she was worried foster children would not like her home or parenting style. Her son reas-
sured her that he had the best childhood and a child would be lucky to have her as a foster parent. She also had support 
from her sister who was a foster family through Stark County.    
  

What was your first fostering experience like?  
 
 Ella’s first placement was a sibling group of three. She remembers them like it was yesterday. How they arrived, 
their likes/dislikes and when they left her home. Ella stated it was a new experience parenting a sibling group of three 
when she was used to one. She had to learn quickly different ways to parent each child placed in her home. Ella learned 
over the years how powerful the statement “you are safe” felt to a traumatized child. She has photos of all the foster 
children she had in her home.  
 

How has your experiences changed as you've become more comfortable with being a foster care parent? - 
 After Ella’s first placement, she decided she wanted to focus on raising boys. She knew she was more comforta-
ble raising boys. Ella would have children placed with her for years until they were reunified with family, adopted, or 
emancipated. Ella was always in support of the child’s and agency’s goal. She has experienced children who have left her 
home and then later need to return. She has learned the trauma of moving from one home to the next is exhausting for 
children. She tried her best to make a child feel comfortable in her home.   
 

Can you tell us about the bond you have developed with the children you've fostered? 
  
 Ella is happy to have fostered children who call, visit, and acknowledge her in the community. Ella has several 
foster children that consider her family. When they come home, it is to her house. Ella was proud to talk about a foster 
child who graduated from high school and went on to play professional football. Ella was his biggest cheerleader during 
his professional career and now she considers him her son and his three children her grandkids. He comes to see Ella 
once a week and checks in on her often. Ella has another foster child who left to be in the military. When he comes 
home to Ohio, he comes to her place where he calls home. Ella says she is called “mom” by many people and she loves 
it.  

Ella has a swimming pool and allows anyone to come swim. She likes when foster children visit her because then 
she knows they are safe. During Christmas time, she hears from a lot of her previous foster children. Ella is happy to 
cook for everyone and even adds an extra potato or hamburger to her meal in case someone extra comes around. She 
loves when foster children bring their own kids to visit. Ella’s doorbell will ring, and it will be an old foster child telling 
her “thank you” for what she has done for them. All her foster children know on Sunday mornings she cooks a big break-
fast, and anyone is welcome to come back home.  
 

How has your culture impacted your fostering experience? (examples: family, faith, race, gender, single parent) 
  
 Ella said being a single black female made an impact on her fostering experience. She had to set up boundaries 
right away and ensure they knew who was in charge. She never had an issue with them not respecting her. If they did 
disrespect her, she would remain calm and not yell back. She knows how she reacts to a child is how they will respond. 
She wanted her foster children to embrace their own culture and who they want to be. Ella prides herself on raising 
strong, hardworking men who have broken the cycle of their childhood.     
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Talk about your experience of fostering older children. 

  
The oldest child Ell fostered was 17 years old. Older children tend to think they are already adults. In the past 

she has allowed them to do more things just to show them they are responsible for their actions.  
  

Most rewarding 
  

Ella said the most rewarding part of being a foster parent is the day a child graduates from high school and col-
lege. “Those are the times I know I did well”. She loves seeing them out of high school, on their own, and making good 
decisions for themselves. That is when she knows she made a difference and they were listening to her. She smiles 
knowing she helped a child not continue the cycle of drug abuse, criminal charges, and domestic violence. Seeing how 
they treat their own child differently than how they were treated.  Ella feels they are following in her footsteps, on the 
right path, and she touched their lives in a positive way. “God has blessed me with experiences I will treasure forever.”  
 

Fun facts about Ms Ella: 

Ella cooks extra food on the 4th of July and Christmas for any previous foster kids that come to visit.  

Ella had a sister who fostered children through Stark County. 

Ella had a foster son take her to Disney World with his family. 



 7 

 

 
947-4     Effectively Dealing with Children’s Issues in Visitation  (3.0)       
 Date: Wed., June 2, 2021 at  6:00 PM-6:00 PM            Trainer:  Sue Tucker 
Competencies addressed: 947-01-002, 949-02-001, 949-02-003, 949-02-005, 947-01-008, 949-02-002, 949-02-
004, 949-02-006 
 
923-79 Adolescent Development & Culture: Finding Beauty in the Beast  (3.0) 
Date:   Tues., June  8,  2021  at  6:00 PM-9:00 PM      Trainer:  Seanine Cook 
Competencies addressed:  923-01-005, 923-03-005, 925-03-002, 927-01-002, 927-01-004 
 
988-49-DL3     (3 hr. ONLINE) Substance Use and Abuse Among Children and Adolescents  (3.0) 
Date: Thurs. June 10, 2021 at 5:45 PM-9:00 PM          Trainer: Stacy Simera 
Competencies addressed:   988-01-001, 988-01-002, 988-01-003, 988-01-005, 988-01-008; 988-03-001, 988-
03-003, 988-03-006, 988-03-004 
 
923-FF6-S        Recognizing and Responding to Children who have been Sexually Abused  (6.0) 
Date: Sat., June 12, 2021 at 9:00 AM-4:00 PM                 Trainer: CeCe Norwood 
Competencies addressed: 922-01-003, 923-02-005, 923-04-004, 923-05-005, 923-05-010, 923-02-003, 923-04-
001, 923-04-005, 923-05-008, 923-05-011, 923-02-004, 923-04-003, 923-04-007, 923-05-009, 925-01-006 
 
952-11     Planful Placements  (6.0) 
Date: Sat., June 12, 2021 at 9:00 AM-4:00 PM                 Trainer: Jim Still-Pepper 
Competencies addressed:   948-03-004, 948-03-006, 952-03-001, 952-03-002, 952-03-005 
 
989-73    Want to Manage Your Stress? Learn Tapping  (3.0) 
Date:  Wed., June 23, 2021 at 6:00 PM-6:00 PM               Trainer: Tijana Coso 
Competencies addressed:  905-02-004, 926-02-001, 926-02-003, 989-02-001, 989-02-004, 989-02-007 
 
990-42-NOS AHA Heartsaver Pediatric First Aid & CPR w/o Skills Testing  (4.0) 
Date:  Sat., June 26, 2021 at 9:00 AM-1:00 PM         Trainer: Ronna Johnson 
Competencies addressed:   946-01-004, 990-02-003 
 
923-64    The Power of Play: Understanding How Play is Essential to a Child’s Healthy Development  (3.0)    
Date: Wed., June 30, 2021 at 6:00 PM-9:00 PM                    Trainer: Beth Cardina 
Competencies addressed:   923-01-001, 923-03-001, 923-03-004, 923-03-005 
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928-FF8A-S     Engaging Primary Families  (3.0) 
Date: Tues., August 3, 2021 at 6:00 PM-9:00 PM                        Trainer:  Angie Irby 
Competencies addressed:   928-01-002, 928-01-004, 928-01-006, 925-02-003, 928-02-004, 928-02-005, 928-
02-009 
 
991-34     Becoming a Trauma Competent Caregiver Part I  (6.0)                                            
Date: Sat., August 7, 2021 at 9:00 AM-4:00 PM              Trainer:  Ann Bagley 
Competencies addressed:   991-01-001, 991-01-005, 991-02-002, 991-03-001, 991-03-002, 991-03-004, 991-
03-006, 991-05-001, 991-05-002 
 
926-FF9A-S        The Effects of Fostering  (3.0)                                                                                                                                                                                         
Date: Mon., August  9, 2021 at   6:00 PM-9:00 PM              Trainer:  Bert Nero 
Competencies addressed:   926-01-007, 926-02-002, 926-02-006, 926-03-001, 926-03-005 
 
988-53        Drugs: Signs and Symptoms of a Child at Tisk - *NEW*  (3.0)                                                                                            
Date: Sat., August 14, 2021 at   9:00 AM-12:00 PM          Trainer:  Megan Wendling 
Competencies addressed:   988-01-001, 988-01-002, 988-01-003, 988-01-005, 988-01-007, 988-01-008, 988-
01-009, 988-01-010, 988-01-011 
 
988-52  Responding to a Child or Parent That’s Using Drugs/Alcohol -*NEW*  (3.0)                                                                             
Date: Sat., August 14, 2021 at   1:00 PM-4:00 PM             Trainer:  Megan Wendling 
Competencies addressed:   988-02-001, 988-02-004, 988-02-005, 988-03-001, 988-03-002, 988-03-003, 988-
03-004, 988-03-005, 988-03-006, 988-03-007 
 
983-24   Developmental Delays of Children in Foster Care   (3.0) 
Date: Tues., August 17, 2021 at  6:00 PM-9:00 PM      Trainer:  Cynthia Wallis 
Competencies addressed:  983-01-010, 983-01-011, 983-02-004                     
 
925-94   Dynamic Discipline for Kids in Care  (3.0) 
Date: Mon., August 23, 2021 at  6:00 PM-9:00 PM          Trainer:  Anthony President 
Competencies addressed:  925-03-001, 925-03-002, 925-03-003, 925-03-004, 925-03-010 
 
948-20      Managing Infertility Grief & Loss as a Foster and Adoptive Parent  (3.0)                                   
Date: Thur., August 26, 2021 at  6:00 PM-9:00 PM   Trainer:  Susan Darden Kautz 
Competencies addressed:  947-01-002, 947-01-016, 948-04-001, 948-04-002, 948-04-003, 948-04-005, 948-04
-006, 948-04-007 
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